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2975 Plaza Blanca,” -~
Santa Fe, New Mexigo,

October 7, 1989

Stones River National Battlefield & Cemetery,
National Park Service,

Rt. 10, Box 495,

0ld Nashville Highway,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 37130
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Attention: Superintendent, or to whom it may concern: &/f:f' 2L

2

I visited the Stones River National Battlefield and Cemetery on

August 13 of this year to see one the sites where my Great-Grand Father.
Alpheus Blakesley fought during the Civil War.
with me concerning his Stones River participation.

I had no information then
However, officials

at the Visitor Center informed me that, if I wrote to this address in

Murfreesboro and reported the name of his unit-regiment, you could send
me additional facts about Blakesley's critical movements in the Murfrees-

boro area during the battle.

The enclosed pages consist of what I know about my ancester, taken

from 1. the Soldiers' and Patriots' Biographical Album (1892) and the
2. typed pages copied from Blakesley's Warﬁfime diaries.

cover December, 1862 and January, 1863.

The original diaries are at the home of my deceased brother's wife

in Boulder, Colorado. In ca. 1940, A.M. Blakesley's son, (my Great Uncle)

These pages

Theodore took the time to make a typed version of them, making it possible
for many descendants to read and ponder.

the Blakesley account of interest, as one more survivor's addition to the

Hopefully, you can also find

mosaic of what happened on those fateful days.

I bought the Eastern Acorn Press booklet of the Battle of Stones
River, and also the Blue and Gray Magazine of February5_1989, with its

feature article on the Battle. (Haven't read them yet!

If you can give

me any additional insight about Blakesley's Stone River activities, it

would mean a lot to me.

After taking the tour, I am still vague about
'Great-Grand Pa's’ involvement with his regiment.
across the River at one point.
movements on your small green flyer and send that to me.)

It looks like he raced
(Perhaps one of you could mark his possible

Anyway, it's good to be able to exchange information, and I thank you
I am appalled at the horror and insanity of war, and I

for your help.
wonder if we humans have what it takes to survive the excesses of our

survival instincts! That must be our on-going concern as we retrace such

searing moments of our shared past.

Enclosures

p.5*%6 -r0 ‘
ungEEekff,ﬁauﬁﬂiiztl

Best regards,

W/

Charlotte Vedeler
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SOLDIER3S' AND PATRIOTS' BIOGRAFPHICAL ALBUM 1892,

Capt.. Alpheus M, Blaksley, o Rock Island, Ill.,
ons of that city's most entsrprising and respounsibvle men-
‘ufacturing and busimass men, is the subject of the
presea t notice, He was born April 28, 1835, at Kings-
ville, Ashtabula County, Ohio, a son of Alpheus and
Almira (Webster) Blalm sley, the fomer bom Feb. 1, 1798,
am the latier, April 16, 1804, a daughtsr of Clark
Webster. %he.Captain's maiternal grandfather iichasl
Webster, was a scldier in tke war of 1812, vhich s
passed safely through, and died at the extraordinary age
of 102 years. Capt. Blakesley's father died wheu the
son was only & few weeks old, laaviag his widow, and
thme children, viz: George 0., Celia and Alpheus M,

. The mother died im 1845, the daughter, Celia, lmviang
‘died soon after ths father. at the age of tem, after
the death of his motlsr, 4lphsus removed to Wisconsin

to reside with an aunt, but not findingmatiiers as
satisfactory as he could desire, left to fight ‘his
Jowrney alows. His struggles in early-life were heroic
and his misfortunes wers real 1zed by none more keenly
than himself; the refors, he detemined to acguire a

good education vhich he fipally accomplished, finishing

up &t Kingaville academy, Ohio, when 21 jears of age.

He tmen lsamsd 11» timsr trade, 2nd ‘soon aftar becams
interested with his brots r in ths Iardwore bminau i
at Sterling, I11., which continued from 1856, for s

ye ars, winn ls. removed Lo Rook:'ord mro o~ oontinued in
te same line, N :

.

At the first oall Lor tm;l tn Lprtl. 1851. & en-
listed for the three month's service in the Rockfard . -

Zouaves, a compny mde up mostly of Col, Ellsworti's

first company, snd commanded by Capte Ge L. Nevins. His
campany cls imed to be ammg the first to. respond ahld
report far service umier the President's call. He re-
ported at Springfield and was mustered into the 1lth

- I1le Vole Inf, with W, H, L. Wallace { & brother of
Gen, Lew Wallace ), afterwatds™ & Géneral killed at

Shiloh, as Golonel of the Rogimnt, and Gan. Ransom,
as Major.

Cart. Blukasley served out his tarm, but oving to venl

poor hgalth was campelled to abanden the amy for a tims.
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Hs, howsver, assisted in raising and drilling a canmany ' o
~ av Sterling, Ill., @ad Aug. 13, 1862, he again enlisted Pt
- as a private at Rockford, whery he was mustervd in as - the
2nd Lieut. of Co. &., 74th Ill. Vol, Inf., with Elias _ P
Cospsr as Captain, and Jas. B. Kerr, as Lieut. Col. of s S S
the Regt, On Sundgy, Sept. 28, amidst the ringlnz of g : gun
bells and a gemeral demonstration, the Regt., 940 strong, : ; " exp
left for Louisville, Ky., whsre, on arrival, it was : whi
brigaded with the 75th and 59th I1l., ad 22nd Ind., and i P
bth Wis. Baitery, foming the 30th Brigade 9th Div., 3rd A. C. ! in
with Col. Post in command of th Brig., Gen. Mitchell of : alc
the Div., Gen Geilbert of the Corpsy and Cen. Mc Cock of e
the Army. In Oct, 1862, the army tlen at Bowling Greem eor

i

was reorgmized under Gen. Rosecrans, and afteIwards known un
as the sxmy of the Cumberland. The 74th, while still in ‘. wi
the 1st Brig., becane part of vhe 1lst Div., under Jeff C,

' rac

Davis, of the 2.01':1’1_ Corps, commanded by Gen. kic Coak. c:'c
: - ) . . : ? :

In Oct. 186;!’, at Chattanooga, when the reorgaization. i :11

of ths army of the Cumverland cccurred, the 74th was ! s
brigaded, duwring ths remal nder of the war, with tm 36th, ; yal
_44th, 73rd md 88th Ill., 22nd Ind., 2nd amd 15th Mo., : s
" and 5th Wis. batiery, forming the 1st Brig., 2nd Div. anm ¢ o
4th Coxps, with Col, Sherman of the 88th Ill. or Gen. Kim- = a2
ball, as Brig. commander; Gen. Phil Sheridan commaunding : of
- Dive @ part of the Wma, and Gen. Gordon Granger the Carps. g : re:
Moving from louisville, Capt. Blakesley wzs in almest daily ' Ra:
" skirmishss with Bragg's army. Tre Regt. was held in reserve { r' su
at the battls of Perryville. From this time uutil Nov, 7th i AN
wnen Nashville was reached, the Hegt. was almmst cowtantly < = ; o ‘br
on the march: At the battle of Perryvills, our subject - . z . of
~acted as Adjutant of nis Regt. It contimued in campt \near Nash- 8
ville,-having occasional skirmishys with the enemy, until ST Ty
the latter dgys of Dec., when it becane evident that a deadly th

' struggle was soon to occur in the vicinigy of Stome River. - - .° e by
Tre Union army advanced their‘lines, driving the rebels befare -
then tovards Murfreesboro. 4t Nolansville, on tie 26th, the s ~
74th being in advance, come upon an outpost of the enemy, 3 5
strogly supported by a battery. Here tho Regt. received - : £1
its fimt real tast under fire. It gmllantly drove the enemy - - &
fran the hill under hsavy fire. In this charge our subject : &
was partially disabled by a cannon shot, but by ths ald of - : i |
two of his men went through tis chargse. They comtinued in ' 3 e
the advance bivouacking without fims, belng eunzaged Dec. . j i
30th, with cons tant skirmishing aad heavy artillery firing, ¢ 3

and reatiug that ni.ghr. upon their arms and withoat fire.
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Befors daybrsait the 74th was in ling aod s: the
day dawned ths confederate shots were observed
movinz up the lerft Tlank, wiwn the column to wnizh
the 74tn was attacsd moved by the richt. Tms —zbels
then charpged Johnstoa's Yiv. ® the right, comrlstely
suwprising it, acd capturing the batieries befzT = a
gun was fired. Johnston's Piv. mviang fallsa =ik,

"exposed ths Brig. to an enrilading fire, to avcii

" captura, e 74th fell back,

.Rangers and Morgan's Cav.

which, it chenged froont, fell back soms 60 reds.

and took position behind a Fewce. The rebels z-Tanced
in three lines, and as they did so, Gen. Davis -zde
along in front and turning ® the men said: "Gove

thsm hsll, 74th, keep cool @md fire low." Firiz=s
comenced imediately, Wit the 74th reserved i1z T ire
until the enemy was clcse upon them wlen it opezzd
wit vollegy afier volley, reking the solid lins = to
recoil. Meamwnils the 5th Wis. poured in grape =mi.
canlstar at short range, amsking fearful havoe ia

the closely pressing confederats ranks. Being zoufrqnu-
ed with an immensely superior force and to esca=s

three quarters of =

mile, refamed, checked the enany, then drove ni=.

back a consideratle distance. The regirenvzl czsualties
in this action were 8 kxilled, 35 being wounded, zad

42 miss ing or prwed, beinga loss of ons-fifz=

of its force engaged. <z saw evening the 743=
repelled a parsistent Cav, attack made by the Tszas

In this engagement c=
subject was canplimsnted .by the comanding Cols Zor
the. skill in which he- handled the skimish line. Ths
bravery and skill displayed b; the 74th during ta tile
of Stoms Riber was hignly commended by Col. Posz, who
said of the 74th: "“Ths deliberat ion and ordsr iz vhich
the 74th retired is-especizlly conmended." Jan. 2,

the Hegt. was agaln.engaged, but it soon terinz=se

by the vnemy starting on full retrsat. It com:i zucd
near Murfressboro during the winter, then siartes on
June 24, upon tls Tullghoma cammaign, ons of inc:ssaw
march, battle and skirmish, which terminated ir ns
flerce struygle of Sgpt. 19th and 20th on ths :ine

of Chickamauga, amd the occupation of Chattanoo = by
the Union forces. Oun the last dey of this bteattl=, ir.
Blakesley's Brig. was entirely cut off fram the =ray,
amd in iminent de nger of cmptum, but on the f:_low-
ing day, cut their wgy wtrougn the rebel iings, :=z=a
Joined the main army. Nov. 14, his Hoegt. recoiTsd

i
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a flag from the ladius of Hockford. Nove.. 25, Sherman

I3;
made ssveral ineffoctual attermts upon tha coiruderatus!? ;l:
right, at Miasion Midgue, but varly Ln the afturnoon, s
Sheridan's Div, @nd v 4tn Corps wom oraerud forward Lien
to carry the rebel rifle pits at ths foot of the Ridge. agal:
engL:
They succeeded in sarorising the envmy and carry- m:u-
ing the piits, waking the surviving ocaupants as prison- call:
ers. Orders wers ten given to storm the Ridgu, which St
afier a turrible and sanguinayy conflict was carried. purt
In this charge Capt. Blaxesleay was knocked senseluss b e
by the cmcussion of a shell, but soon regainued con- of Uc
sciousness and led his compeny on”'"to do or die". He Lincc
has naver fully recovered from the effucts of this axcit
injury. In this charge Lhe 74th's new flag was borne tisn
by Sergt. C. E, allsn who soon fell vounded. It had s
scorcuely fallsn from his grasp, before it was selzued placu
by Alba Millerof Co. C., Who a few minuies la lsr full 29th,
3 syvergly woumied. It was then tameu by Corporal at tr
Compton, who in time full mortally wounded, whereupon,
it was snatched fran ths dyiny; Compton by Corporal Hensy
wno soon plmted 1t pierced by 15 lullst holes upon the [ndis
rebel vorks, tha first Union flag to wave upon the hard Horto
won orest of that ragged hill. In tis assault tha 74th that
lost 14 killed, 39 wounded, and 6 missing. The Regt. to ok congr
pcrt in the_expedivion to Knoxville ana the occupati ion boys -
of Loudon. 7That wintur will long be remenmbered for the at £i
invense suffering by the exposed troops, fram the severity march
of the weatner. In Feb. 1863, our subject was pnromoted Blalke
to be 1st Lieut., gnd on “eb. 8, 1864, was comuissiomsd as ceal e
Captain of his Co. In ths spring of 1864 hes participated upon
in the Atlanta canpeign and was actively enzaged in the : Ho wa:
batiorius of__Tu.nnal Hill, Rocky Face hidg_::_, at waich @ - paonl
worked all ona night, with others, hauling two parrot enthu.
guns by ropes up ths Ridge, glving the rebels an early assyln
salute Lt next morning. The view from this point pre- Chica:
sented an iavosing sidit of ths contending forces. Then i 8 Larte
followed the battlss of Dalton, Hesaca, Calhoun, Last Mt,
assault at Kenssaw ilt., Liarietta, Vining Station, Peach__ ;
_TF¥ee Creok, Atlanta and Jonesuoro. During the assault Vise,
upon Kenesaw it., tl® 74th suffured a loss of 18 killed, 39 treda.
wounded, aw 6 taxen prisomsr. From this time forward : Hiaws
tls 4th Corps under Gen. Thomas was detailed to kaep the In 16
rebtel Hoad, and his forces in subjectlon, going first tw two ¥
Chattanooga, then to Hesaca, thence to Pulaski, Nashville the ©
ami 9pring Hill, wherd the 74th engaged the enemy, moving with
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the sam day to Franklin. =bowt Nov. k, Capte.
Blakesley, owing, to the absence of Lhe Cal.,

was placed in ctarge of the Hazte when he in

turn was granted a furlough, rejoininghis Regt.
“agaln at ﬁggr:svilla, 4la., Jan. 6th. It was wniles
“encamped near this placs ihat the Heg.t was campli-
maented by thue Gen. in c ommand of ths Corps, a8 ex-
calling all others in the Corps, in thc neatness,
cleanliness, am conforts of the camp. In tm® latuer
part of llarcn they rmoved to Kpoxvills, and whilst

in canp near i1msre, recelved naws of the surrsuder

of Gan., Les and the mssassinatioa of ths Prysident
Lincoln. Yo tongue or pen ca describe 1 intense
excitment in camy, of those few days. His Brig.
tlen marcled to Washville vhere, on Jums 12, it was
mustered out of service with 343 officers and men, then
placud en rou te br Hockford, arriving there on the
29th, whars thay were tendered a public reception

st ts hands of the citizens.

48 the Regt. moved horeward it was detained at
Indiagnapolis, Ind., awaiting tramportation. Gov.
Morton, on hearing this, seat an urgsnt request
that they go to itha Capitol Grounds w receive his
oongratulations, with oth«r retaning iroops. <is
boys werv in a scarculy nresentable condit ion, and
at first hesitated, wvut finally yielded and were
march  the grounds under the commnd of Capt.
Blakes sley, who modestly soyht a seat upon a con-
cealed comer of the platform. He was soon called
upon for a epsech, mit at first declined the honor,
He was 1ifted bodily and passed over vhe heads of the
paonle tor the front of ithe platform amidst wild
enthusiasm, whuare ho made a short address w the
asgsomblsd multitude. <he Hegt. continued on to
Chicago, where they wers f inally discharged, end
started for their respective homs,

After the war, the Captain runoved to Bsaloit,
Vis., where he cmbarkud in ihe lmrdware and s tove
trade, and rumined wtil 1859, when he removed 1t
lifavaiha, Kan., and thare resumd vhe sams businsss.
In 1875 ™ rumoved to Chicago, contimuing taere for
two yuars, then went to Rock Islmd, working with
i o0ld He I, Siove Company until Dec. 1880, whan
With Messrs. titchell & Mixter, ha fomud a cO-

J Q gf {I) : F‘_, r’f‘q ‘&‘}{/ r! ;/‘v/l...-
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partnership under the style of Rock Island Stove Company, Tl
for the manufacwre of sioves and ranges, Which has
grown to be a extels ive and flourisning bwsinuss. On
July 19, 1865, hs married Mary smn avery, of Bolvidsre, =
daughuver of Egbert H. 4Avery, and, by whom hs has the

o following chiliren: olla avery’ Gaorge Vebsier, : o

Charles Alphsus, and Theodors Seward. ; 3;““
AN,

- In politvios s is a Republicm; a manber of the apri
Ge Ae Re; and @ ms:aber of Lhe Broadway Presbyierian (el
Church atv Hock Island, of vhich ho is an &lder an trus tae. Cla s
He has always buoen cnaracturizod by his prououced views - year
upon moral, religious, and tempurafce subjects, and is live
adnirud and respected for his honest meothods im all his was
busimss transactions. of o
Shovn
plal

' pate

% ? : ; - Ragd

= & . ;%3 & =T Wuek
N By S, ik =
: gy Ml e - B
: . W?@'%}’W sati:

P (ﬂ)ﬂ 4?3""???‘5: = E%H
c. W%% //,72% i

Rocek

. “. S_q MM . lish
?M%]wn&’mmml‘i . itni
vy sloacendents of A lafiniley -

in 1
& ilc

enl:

r




Eo Christisn mation
.8 or persecuti ons for
ts fa debts. Ko
g of freedam in all

sud I trust and
e last battle
gen fought. Ilat
mt, "lat us have

astics I might do

gy to take & lodk
v past.vhich brings
‘iod {n the histary

ry¥ have been =
by |

its and firesides
‘s cause for which
‘or those of the
vidence is alwgys

— for freedom —
i\ proposes but

k%oomtzy'n
fo¥&r 15,000,000
9% Th blue —-
te I call your
1 ths nobls address of
itwery B - fAiven at
- On the wark
1088 who served our

L

b e

(féz%%7f /8?&¢,¢Mdz,&P¢&6.gyaz;4wé%>

8-15-93

At Nashvilla. Commence at river above
Lebanon — Murfrvesboro -- Nolansville —
Granny White — Hillsboro — Hardin — Cmrlotts
and University. Visited Ft. Negley and othars. Fisk
University. Vanderbilts Univeral ty, State House.
Hot a flag out in the whole city. Valled to see
Buttolff. Had a tooth pulled here. Ths hardest
part of m left hers. -

8-15 - 95

. 8tone River Cemetary 6139 Union Soldiers
buried hare, Over ons-third of tham unknowm. 4
fine place. Not a flag in sight at Kurfrseaboro
Sunday ., Takes a team and drive to place where we

ochacked a calvery on our train guards on Murfrees-
turo pike at owr right amd revar. Decamber 31, 62.

8-16-

Tullahama, Tenn., has growned same but not
Badh .

8-16-95 Kenesaw Hous e at Maretta, Ga.
A good hotel and fine town. 6 of us get a goal
team and darkey driver anl drive around the mount-
ains aud ower to the right of our position. The
oountry seems so changed. lLots of earth works
remain yet, tut trees and shrubddery hare grown
up 80, Was near ow position.

9-17-95

Atlanta, Ga. Ve find this city hs growmn
wonderfully. 5Sut little patriotism manifested

Judging from ths absence 0f decoratfoms. Ride

out to whare Gen. McPherson fell. His monument
a large seige gun. Saw ths springwhere he took his la.
drink. But few of the cld forts and breast works left.
The Great ¥air not half ready yet and sll is disorder.
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At Indisncpolis I had hard work-to persuads
the Ohlo staff and those heroic hoosisr boys that it
was the 74th Illinois who put down this rebellion.
( : They freely admittad however, that we did our share
llrl.ght.

The fuw weeks of compliments at Hashville.
We md to ¢ndurv the torture of drill and camp discipline
when peace at home was so mar and yet so far. Hungry
for home apd loved omws. Impatience boliled ovar atv
times. It was harder to hold ths lion by the tail
when the dooy of tha caga that had held him for three
or four ysars was breiking oven. The last batallion
drill, you reme:mber the writer had command of it, and
with difficulty could restrain a aly shot hers and
there of a blank carteridge from a sups r-abundances
of ths peunt-up feslings of this new 1liberty; too great
t0 be coairolled in ths drill when ordered to fire. Yair
humble servant heru received his first disgrace in his
three years of service by being placed umder arrest for
; : : allowing the above outburst by our heroic Opedyke. But
=5 if an outrage to feelings or discipline wure committed
at this stage Lt was 1llks the impulse tlat fimd the
blank carteridges at the drill. 4nd no doubt but that
) the recording amgel kindly passed upon many petulant
errors of frall humaniiy whispered in his ear, "No
record of twthis please™. 43 he did when in playful glee,
when one of my most faithful men tied & tin can to the
tall of that poor yellar pup of our Lt. Col. Bryant,
& fow days previaus and md to pay the pemalty fa ihis
findignity to Col. Bryant's dog by carryiog a rail on
his shoulddr in front of the Col.'s headquartars for a
few hours. Both wore bmve falithful men but such was
war dtaclpl!.us.

There comes & bubbling up from ithe depths o
memory an emergeucy when I bravely assured ths roll of
chief Camp Coaks I was proud of my efficien tness as
& 000k in my younger days. It happensd that rations
run high on rice and low on everyihing else --- 0 1t
was rice or starve. S0 I ordered a liberal meal for

my company of rice. A camy kettleful and directed my




asslatant to sat ile kettleful a boiling while I was :
on other dutye I hed not been gone iong before he

came to m6 on & rush - hatless and breathlass ad

sald the rice was swelling over everything and that he

had not ks itles vaough to hold it. We kept borrowing ’
kattle after kettle until the regimental supply was
nearly exhsusied. In Lhs process ihe flavor had taen

-

on a big flany and camp kettls sort. That day ami in faot i
that week 1t was boiled or burnt rice —- hot anmd boiled :
rice cold far a chengs three times a day till not aman %, lead
uow 0f that campany after that but aould starve before : stre:
he would sas rics cold or hot. I rusigned at once frm - - graat

the office of chief Company Codke

For 1Derty and freodam, )

We had cald owt not only untold treasure but what o of d
is infinively worse tle life blood of our nations most ; e
preciow bloods Has it paid? Pid Lt pay? The anawer -'- i
comas back t0 us from every city, state, hamlst, worke : ABES

shop, schoolhouse ad every home in this broad land of /
ours. F¥rom the millions of t®m enslaved into freedom

and citisenship by a glorified people. With new aspir- 5
ation that will insurs a greater love far all Llmt goes :
up to meis it ouv of all the genaerat loms t0 come a purer
and grater people. Out of which a governmni by end é ;
fa ithe people sall forever go far toward moulding all ) . -mrf
. the nations of ths earth into a lastingpeace and good ; os
: will to all mankind. The bittemess of the War belong E = .
| to the past lut it's glories are the comon heritage .
of us all. 300,000 patriotic graves in silent but .
elogquent solemn power rebuke the living who in boodle f;.
: hinder to proper legistlation for selfish gains. o
! 4All that is good in the world has been purclesed at -
i ; great coste. 4ll the living are eternally debtors to ow ; 3
L heroic deade. . - ; \
| i _ . of
! ' ; Tha times were a0 out of joint they indeed tried men's .
: souls farcing tis inexpressi bls conflict to the froat with -nh‘
': ' it's beroes who were 10 teat with steel and shot right
: : against wrmg. ‘

There are greéter dangeIrs than Var. Danger lurks a
in ruch luxury and prosperity. A post truly says:

o —————— T
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’ "I1l fare the land,

to hasteaing i{lls a prey

Where wealth acocumulates and
man decay."

. }

Times of pesce and great mosperity too often
lsad to indulgencles and vices which sap the beat
strength.of ow monhood. 4dversity brings our
greateat msn into action,

Tis earlier years of the War wers full encugh
of dark days desponding and even agony but in ths
memory Of man there is socarcely darkness of dispair
seon as settled over the country in the sumer of
1854.

Rookfards® hospitality. Opening is proverbed.

HO more searching far cooling streams. Ko
more dry be rd marchas after Geul. Bragg Ohlo's
bosts through old Esatucky. 28 miles a dgy. No more
beds {n the beautiful snow at Bowling Green.

No more qﬁlntne for those who answersd vhe
quinine o2ll, sick or wished they uren Juwst befors
th battlg. - - :

No mors drills and paradal for u:amlsa. utd:.
or well, hungry or dry.

¥o more h:.tldlng of "shebangs" snd laying out
of camp in tha marnins to hava them at ni.gxt .

No more to be drawn up ln fine array —- &
shinaning work, for rebel batturies as at Nolaunsville.

/ ' Ho more shivering through sleepless nights among
the cedars of Murfruesboro and being inserimoniously
hustlsd far the rear at d.zvbraak wi th.aut breakfaat




as at Stome Riwr. I have never liked ihe wailing
moving sound of e winds throwh ths cedars since.

Do you ranember ihe eve of ths conebry fight ba-
twesn amd the 4th regulars. Ons of
the graaieat sights of tl» War. How we we re compli-
meatad fa checking the conebry charge and so fofth,

How the night we mayed sore hungry and-weary
upon the rain scaked banks of <Stoqe River. Some alive
sharing tis blanket of i1he dead, The devil of artillery
ead skarp shooters sll night. The distressing ories

and moans of the wamunded in ow front. We could not
holp. 5

In mrohing back the next moming do you remmber
the swollen streams - how wa pulled a soldier we
thought severely wounded out of the edga of & stream

nsarly engulfing him when we found he was oanly re-
freshing himself wi th sleep.

.How we waat into camy of the dismal swamps as it
wore --— near Murfruesboro am 10st more meu thramgh

those winters, morse by exposures and alckneu then by
all the battl“o ; ;

Here that wtntar Ifirst axpgriemad t.ha real
borrors of hospital life, . Heing teéken sick from oute

pPost duty to hospital where I nngunid & few days
nigh unt.o death. .

Do you racall tha day hlandin@;m was pnaa& :
through our lines 10 the rebels how hard it was to re-
strain our men from demonstrations ami so forth. 8uch &
night on Bussard Hoost LKidge whun tha lightening anmi

thunder #nd wind and rain vied wlth each othor in
panddmonicm and conruaod. S

m:n loug naw mrchu taward chnttanooaa.

Tha ‘bn'r.lc of green corn coba with the 22nd Ind.

‘boys in the volley befare orossing Sand Mountain when

all we had was green field corn to eat and not even

- 8alt eaough. 4Apd the numerous ratile snskes. How =
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about tlmt strong mutton the 220d Indiana stole
fram use

The darkie Poys and flour sacks at Zuataville,
Alabama, It 18 bettur tw be white for a few
moment & then never to be white at all.

The written ruports at Smringfleld, a history
of the 74th is it's birth and death as Gan. Post
died at yow first meeting. What of its upwritian
history so full of valour. So full of patriotic
duty. So faull o Htlood and sacrifice. %i» half
was mver told. :

" The mws of ths surrender of Gen. Lee to our
a1y was lilke & burst of refreshing smowers af ter
8 long hs artbreaking drouth.

.

4dpd than ths news of the cruel assassination to
Lincoln come like an earthquake and a darz pall hung
over our nmational firmament.

He, who but on a few weeks befare on his second
inaugural address tad said both perties had depri-
cated war, but one of thuvm would meke war rather
than let the nation survive end 1he other would
@occept war rether tan let it pprish Trhen cam
these imortal words, "With malice toward none -=-
withomrily far all, with firmness in the right,

&8s God gives us to sse the right let wm strive on

to finish the work we are in t0 bind up tle mat ion's
wunds, To care far hinmwho shall lave borne the
battle and for his widow snd his orphans --- to0 do
all which may achieve and clarish a just anl lasting
peace among ourselves and with all nations.” These
were inspired utterances of the purest and greatvest
soul since the advent of the great nulngur of
peace anl good will o man.

Iat- ws not torget the 'orﬂa left us by te
immortal Lincoln «-- Clerity toward all —-
mal {ce toward nons and Grant Let us have peace.
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The norther soldier des not begrude hamage pmid
to Gen, Les. The two great Captains: Grat and Lee
‘are linked togathe r and each reflect military glary
upon each other throuch all iime. 4

May our onildrun's children farever keep fresh.
in mamwory and emulate ths good deeds of these men

. who disd for God and country, as long as patroitism

and courage rank as virtue.

Let us pledge anew 0 aid and assist those who
are left anong us. 4Are we not our brother's keeper?
Are they not a sacred clarge on a nation or state?
Let us hold sacred the last resting place of qQur
sacred dead which are in every town.

In the eternal fitosss of things, ts tidal
wave of retribution will inevitably overwhelm sny peo-

ple or nation who forgets ths distinction between
right anl wrong.

Where man sins most «—- ther he suffors most,.
This {s the lar of the wages of sin. Our southem

broter realised the force of this truth more in
1866 than 1861.
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In clarging tt® rebel works at Besaca a regi—ent
surgeon notived an irishman who had fallen behind nad
taken a bloody bandage from a uead soldier and was in
the act of wrapning it amund e of his legse Ome being
remona trated with that ne was not wounded and to jfoin
his compeny ——- his {rish wits cane to him in time and
he replied, "Faith sir, and I was just practisinz like
how to bind up m leg, if one of thim grey divils shamld
shoot one 103 off . :

Iot ‘as & Tle we had no better soldlen than the
irish, In faot the same mlg:t be said of other natione
alties, _

I havein mind owr color bearer who took the mlors
over the wrks at battle of Missionary Ridge. 4lso
James Hallanm of my compauy, who reesl vad his mor tal wound
on the rebel works wy ahead of his commny in charge
that fatal dagy at Kenesaw llountain. NO brawer, nobler
soldier ever shouldered a muskset than he. Vhea brought
%0 the rear he was still alive and sharing me his gaping
wounds he said,” You see Captain, the chances are that
this {s oy last battle. Tell them at home - ] did my
lest. *

¥ho can tell thu story of such deeds or erect a

towering monument befitting thousands of just such ex-
&xples of persomal heroisms? 4Alas, for the silent dead.

Geneml Poat: He. 'aa one of the nbltmtt typ- of
dmarioam mhooti-. A hm indeed.

Yhua the ‘ch wers msh'lng' to the left front ll:ﬁ

_‘8cross Stone River on that eventful last eve of ti»

terrible onslsughter ou the rebel linses of January 2,

We rassed a regiment in lins bein harrenged too Zariously
by its Colonel. One of Comany E yelled to him in
thunderous tones tmt he had better joim the rush

the front (He was likely a late senator) md & his
3peech making to m rebs.

Ty
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% 5 2,7.- Williams ocomes after that body. Allen starts

B D7) home with them. 7The cars run off the track amd

5 r smash things up by us. Only one killud., A4Am
e officer of Brigade. Arrest ons man asleep on

= & : - .

e B | gward. See Eserd Kilgour -
- B A ] 28~ Orders to march at eight A. M. LMove over

: | the river three milsssouth of Nashville. Camp

3ee the l in woods. A fine place. Pass Rebel Goldcroffer's
s 8 chents old residence. Orderly and I go foraginge

d towne.
i‘f“;man“( gq C Z/Mé’w P 29- . I take the Col. Kerr's horse and go to town. -
J N See our boys sick and the captain. Dine with him.
/?M ___Have my picture takeu. Heturn with Brayee too
nds. No 1ate to drill. Our pickets witn Deatoher meat
with the ensmies and fire a fewv rounds. =
d olothing 30~ A fine day. It rains. 4<he capﬁaln comes
itant drills to se@ us. Powell is taken very sick -- is
¢ to Mitchel- deranged., 4n alarm, Ve are all ordered out in
wdidle Halle advance. Orderly and I set up to make out pay
: roll and.gpt wot.

R -_I _,__x/. December, 1862, :
1wy, at

1l- I take. the company out on picket duty. A
pleasant time. 4 lstter from Lissie and silk
handkerchisfe. »

lone.- Sleep
is
rchulville. . - .

Thoe squad 2= § flve day. Paymaster here does us no
lots of good though. . Jusll and Bacon arrive to work
for us. Con and so forthe

——————— L -

Lol 3~ Receive strict orders. In 76th tree is
s Shke sile felled across tents, one man mrt. 4t four P. MU,
iSow  The . ; W8 recelive orders to go scouting with 74th

e - and one-half days rations. Ve go over the

i : { moutains over five miles to muet enemy pickets.
& ®, M, as Col. Koxrr in chasing a citizen reb goes too

med out. s far. Ve find his Plstf)l and hats 9%hat i{s all, _
r.bays ' :

E o a ! 4~ We have a good brigade drill. I command.
the , Dr. FPisher anmd Strong arrives. I start a pe-

tition to remove Dr. Eilenwood. It takes.
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I write to Lissie. Hear 15 cannon shot. Rebel
calvery attack our right.

5- It snows. We draw same clothing. Inspect the
boys breeches. Babbit's appetite good yet. I weigh
with sword 150 pounds.

6= A fine daye Inman sent to hospital very siock.
Get my plcoctures. Heard guard Allen is not expected
to live. Have a skimish drill. Allen is dead.

7- Read genseral orders to the men. .”inspection. -
Indiana boya gat drunk at our sutler wagon. Wood-
worth, one of our company, is dead.

8~ Go out on plcket. Expect an attack. A beautiful
moonlight nightes At night double the guard. Talk
with a rebel and I hear firing over on our left in
Sheridans Division. .

9= Come off guard all night. Have orders to march
at a moments warning. No details., write to Addie H,
Read Daniel's letter in the X paper. Maks up cloth~
ing accounte .

10~ We are up at one-thirty o'clock 4, M, with orders
to march. LMLarch two miles in advance and camp in
fine woodss, Our Sergeant and Powell stay back sick.
Expect an attack. Captain Remmington acts as major.

1l1- A fine smoky dsy. A brigade drill. . Get the
President's Message. V¥e llke it. Heceive shslter
tents or "pup tents" as we in our indignation choose
to call them. I think we will be glad of them before

longe. . _

12- A fine day. hsad the articles of war to the mén.
Lt. Col. Kerr takes us by surprise. He is paroled.
Ve were glad to see him. Tickman from Roockford somss
also. - y 4 .
13- We go on picket duty. A pleasant timw. Jason
Marsh makes the grand rounds. See picking cotton.

I have out 25 men. We make a bivouac. The robbins
are thick and sing beautiful in the canebreak.
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14~ The boys have eatables sent through.

We come off guard. A warm day, Have a sermon
by Rev. Daniels of Winnabago. Orders to get
ready to march again.

16- Col. Karr starts for Columbus, Ohio to be
exchanged. wWrite some to Sacketts and Miss
Childs. Hear of hard fighting before Williams-
burge Powell hsars bad news of his wife's
being sick and decides to resign. The company
start a petition for the Captain to resign.

It rains., Cur tent leaks.

16- Powall leaves us to go to hospital. "
Trouble on our right. The brigade out on
alarm. Post says we may maet Bucker tomorrow.
Draw clothing. 7Iry to make out Orderly Bros
discharge. .

17- I drill the boys as skimish. A fine day.
They forage trains. 3Shalls the Regiment,
Pilokets back. Tha Regimant drills in forming
squares., <Yhe 74th Ohio drill fine. The boys
have sport chasing sqntrrals, chopplng down
troea for them. : .

18- A frosty night. A dispatch for Powelle.
His wife ie not expacted to live, Hear that
our darkie Carey died. We officers draw
rations again. Hear that Jeff Davis is at
Murfreesboro. : '

19~ Am introduced to Col, Post. Have a long
brigade drill., Our Colonel ggts in 8 fog
again. Post guts us out. Hear the attack
on Fredericksburg a fizzle. 1000 loss.
Captain Cosper comes. Ve go over to Col..
post's headquarters. Dr. Danlser to get
Powell's discharge signed, it goes through
alright. Hsar a band play.

20- At noon the company meet in 1line to £111
the vacancye, I am unanimously eluctud lst Lt.
Shernan 2nd Lt. and Lippet Orderly,
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Another long drill. Hear heavy canunonading, ‘the ghe‘;
" boys send that request for Captain Cosper to resign. T?l:;;
21—~ Have inspection. Write to Gesorge. Hear Conant b2 i,
preach. A letter from U, C. Hoffat and lary Avory. : . - aa
The boys have sport hunting robins in the cansbreak 2 fo;
in the night. It is being cut to put in fortiflcat- £1re
ions at Nashvilla.
‘ ratl
22-= A long drill. ‘A fine day. Write 'to Captain ‘ b i
and send my recommend to him of promotions. A fine 29
day. Uommsnce to malke out neow mistar rolle Lte e mm;
Sherman and I hunt robins in thu canebresak and m bor;:
los EO = ‘
: this
23- A fine day. Work at muster rolls. Adjutant ;igh
drills the Regiment. Wa have dress parade and e
the Colonul reads orders Lo march at daylight. 4 %0
letter fram Mary Hobtnaon. Hear that Morgan has gone : 75l
trattor. MY
- . : of ¢
*  24- Get ready to march full up and pack. It rains y . Mg
.soms. 41hoe boys have fun chasing darkies. We march : mil'g
out a few milus and return. Get our tents back > gr?u
and pitoch theme = : o '
: : ] _ ) :
25- \Vle, with the brigade go out-wlthin the rebelse : ﬁ};
picket lines foraging. We drive them in. Load : : : The
up and retum. Wg stay with 'oha wagons. In the : : ¢ : andy
evaening write to Mary Avery. : i . 5
26- Ve pull up. Sedn our tenis and so forth back ' 33,-1
: and advance through rain, ruddy and steamy roads - 1itt
« and cedar woods, Skirmishing along until near Prim
St iiolensville whore we form in line and advanca. Ve rall
A4 draw the fire of rebel batteries. A sharp shooter : v ward
nearly hit me., We drive them thmugh the town whare . our
the sharp fight begins., - - : . . with
27- Ve drive them back, ° Capturs soms, not many :::j,
killed. We slupt in our dog tents. It rains all grat
nizht. In moming we march. It rains hard. Some ! Cap'
cannonading in advance. IMany troops passing. Go

into camp in ths rain towards night. - Pitch our

e LR
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shelter tents. Out of rations. The boys kill
beef and pork. Xeep hollering "oracksrs".
There is a general advance and a big fight
ahead sure.

28- A claar beautiful morning. We parch corm
for breakfast, I read Valley Farm. The camp
fires look fine-from ths hills., We draw
rations, flour which the boys make into bread
without tools. We have a turkaey.

29~ Ve start early on our way through the
md. We coms to a pine valley before Murfrees-—
boro. 4 beautiful view. Ve camp ten miles
this side of lurfreesboro. It rains in the
night. We.get wet and pitch our dog tents.

We are ordered out.for pickate.

30- At nine we march through mud and rain for
Murfreesboro. Through cedar woods and fields =
of com and cotton. Some skirmishing, At .
night we advance on their liunes, within three
miles of lurfreesboro and lay by our guns all
night. One of the campany regimeant killed.

Brisk skirmishing. Some of us hit,

31- At daylight we meet the rebels, flanking
our right, black flag flying, brisk firing.
They surprigse Johnston. We keep falling back
and finally form behind a fence and give tiem
a few rounds and check thsm. My boys hang

to it well, Fall back in disorder and rally.
Our force is drove back a few miles in a
little panice I gut a gun and go in. Captain
Prim battery taken and his leg shot off. . Ve
rally and gain our ground back, Ve retvire to- .
ward night. Rebel calvery. capturs some of
our train and we take it again. .y company
wWith some others skimish at some rebel cal-
very and we give them a few. Then our cal-
very como in and a fight driving them. A
grand sight. Cold clear moonlight night.

Captain Ward hurt. Pamlee killed.

1 s AT e e RS 2450 2
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January, 1863, . . dro
: ' ; it .
l- A fine day. It opens with brisk cannonading our.
and skirmishing without much result. Prospsct very
gloomy. Afraid they are flanking us. Am detailed 5-
with commny for picket. Ve are not allowed fires. . ocou
Have charge of ths division picket. A.cold clear is ¢
night. Hear mysterious movements. Have only 17 aad
meu., Many do not come up. Captain Pinny dead. is 1t
Goneral Xirk wounded. . paret
- tho
2- In morning take my command out in advance. - See
Skirmishing. Feel unweel. But l1little sleep. ¢ to h
Short of rations. Heavy cannonading and skirmish- not
ing. We make barricades. Allen good on skirmish- six
ing. Ve are allowed fires. At nine P, i, the beh!
fight comuences in advance centsr. Terrible cannon- I la
ading for some time. Ve finally drive them. Our advu
forces charge and take several of thair batteries. ol
We ares finally omdered out te help flank them. We
advance wo and a half miles fording Stons River 6-
on the double quick as hard as we could run after - : Sore
them in the dark, leaving ths dead and dying behind. pable st
It is dark wo., Raining and cold but we push on ‘ Lipp
and drive their hosts into panics. Camp in advance. sked
Ywo miles this side of Murfreesboro., We lay among - 3 Only
the slain. A good deal of picket firing. We sleep ; pull
without our blankets and it rains hard towards ; . lng
X morning. : _ ; in w
i S- St11l rains. The enemy quiet except skirmishing., -
. The whistle of frequent trcins heard. The sharp : : for:
ol shooters worry us. It rains nearly all day. We i in £
b5 build stockades of logs and bury the dead. Rebel apl
: loss heavye - Trees around us completely riddled with plea:
shot. Captian Cosper comes upe We f£ind some nice . and
bacon hide. Draw rations. Allowed no campfires.
Heavy skimishing till late in the night. We lay o=
(a few of us) in the dog tents. It rains all nighte. - :‘1';‘«
4- At two in the morning we are ordered out in and
the rain to retreat back across the river two miles . woos
through thick mud to the rear. All the forces lancr
< : R TR R R
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drawned this side of Stone River. At daylight
it clears off fine asnd we are dryiung and resting
ourselves.

5- ~ Murfreesboro is evacwmted. Our forces to
ocoupy it. Our loss is hsavy but the enenmy loss
is immense. I got into the fight with thirty men
and coms out with fourteen only. Hear Richmond
is taken. Lt. Stagner and I take a walk over
part of the battlefield. Find many dead. See
the crowd at the hospital. A painful sighte
See Captain Pinny. He is very low. VWill have
to have his leg amputated. We find some trees
not eight inches in diameter with 18 shots not
six feet from the ground. The stump I dug
behind had three bullets pass through it while
I lay behind it. We hear heavy cannonading and
advance towards night. Heavy thunderstorm in
night, : : 5

6= Trains coms up and some of the mene.

Some baggage lost, My mess chest has been
rummaged shamofully by our own men. Sergeant
Lippet and Carey. They are, sorry to say,
skedaddled., Parties out burying the dead.
Only three men wounded slight, Orders to
pull up. We move through Hurfreesboro cross-
ing ths tottering R. R. bridge by dark. Camp
in woods threve miles beyond towm.

7- A cold day. I read Valley Fam. We
form lined, and pitch tents. Ths bgys bring
in forage, meat asnd so forth. Murfreesboro
a place of 5,000, I should think, Was a
pleasant placa. We are glad to get in camp
and get same thing to eat.

8- No meil yet. Vrite to Gaorge. Still
burying the dead. Difficult 10 find them

all being scattered all through cedar thicketa
and com fields and cotton, high grass and
woods and brush. See many large trees, say 18
inches in diamster cut in two by cannon shote.

. a
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9~ Hear of Rosecrans strategy =- of making the
eneny think we are reinforced. By building camp
fires through the woods and running a heavy casomn
over the road all night. lake out muster rollse.
The company elsct non-commissionod officers and
Babbit 2nd Sargt. Chandler Lt. Bacon 5. & letter
fran Lippit. A paper fram Addie H. It rains.

10- The Colonsl wishes me . to send in 'a request for
reducing Lippit and Carey to the ranks and put in
Charlie Allen, Orderly, instead. Don't like to do
it yet. Work on muster rolls, Jid Grumon is in
our tent sick. g :

11- A fine Sadbbath. Write to Mary H. Captain
Cosper calls to see me. He says we have 3,000 rebel
priséners. Hs found Mr. Chellis, an 0ld Rockford
man, a rebel surgeon, a prisonser in town. Orders to
parch varly in ths morning with one days rations.

12~ Tha boys all feel blug. We march out on
Shelboville Pike, three miles, for guard. Sherman
stay in home, only 15 men. Hear Captain Mc Hoores

is missings Supposed to be taken prisoner. We fall
a bee tree and get some good honey. Hear the pic-
kets were shelled yesterday. Some of a forage
train is drove back. We relieve the othar pickets.
4 terrible mucky place. I make the grand rounds

in night. Get lost, once ocutside the lines, and
come near being shote. Get the joke on Major Dutcher
about his "rebel battery"™ taht was agoing 1o shell
us at dayligate George Goddler comes upe

13- Ve come off gusrd. A letter from Powell and
Lissie with Webbia's piciure. Write to Eddle,

to Kc Affee and Powell. Get acquainted with
Captain Sabin 44th I1l. Orders to commencs drill
again. i3 g

14- A rainy day. We all feel blus. Captain Erving
going to resigne. A hard joke on him running to
Nashville the day of battle. Hear we are repulsed
at Vicksburge Will Densmore calls and it rains so he
stays all night. Ths tent leaks bad.
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15—~ Rains most all day, but ralsing ths Cum-
berland. Sheman officer of guard. We hear
the whistle of train at Lurfreesboro. Send

in appointmsnts of sergeants. Hear thse febel
railwgy comrmnication cut off near Chattanooga.
16- 4m officer of the day.
Finish a letter to Jeunis B,

It i{s snowy and cold.

17- A cold day. Nomail. In evening Captain
Brian and I call to see lLlajor Harbert and Captain
Sabin in 44th I11. The Colonel calls us together
to talk quartermaster., He wants his brother
Yolney. 4n insult to all of us. We want Frost.
WYe leave in diagust.

18- Am not very well. The regiment are called
out on picket. Shoman takes command of com-
panye The first time I have missed duty. Have
the bludy flux sams.

19_- Am not very well. ‘Write to George and 1
Lissie. Also to one in our compmany in Kockford,
Franklin. Have a "whiskey punch".

L4

“Aren't you ashamed?" (written by Mary

Avery)
20- Lt. Andrews resisns and starts home,
Others trying to resign. 'he Colousl is
reputed to-be trying. Too good news. Captain
Vard and Lt. Barizor also sign a petition
against V. llarsh and for Froat for quartermas-
ter to send ths Governor. Make out dischar;e
papers for S. Grummon. :

21- Ordered out on vicket. Colonel Marsh taken
unwell. News of the Indiana Copperhead {in-
surrection. C, Bacon comss nsar digging up a

.niggurs grave in search of potatoes in garden

nearby.




22- Coms off guard. Get a letisr from Georgs and Addie
He ‘Find Dilling ham and Franklin up from Rockford.

23= Have bunlts made out of cedar poles and bows.
Commence drills again. In the night have orders to
march anytime in night with three days rations -
then ocountermanded. Dillingham send back to hospltal
with measleas . :

24—~ Boys recaipt for clothing and s¢ forth. It rains
again. o

25- Go ower to 75th. Lt. Barbes going home. Go
over to 88th, Take supper with Colonel Bross. 3ee
their dress parade which is goods’

26- We go one and a half miles on the other side of
town to work on entrenchments. Captain Douglass and
I go back to town and ssa Captain Cosper provost
martial, We go to different hospitals. A wicked
sight to seo ths wounded. Talk with secesh wounded.
Take tea with Captain Cosper where 0ld Horgan used
to stop. It ralns. Get shoulder strapse.

27- Make new muster rolls. Orders to be ready

for a five day exscursion,

28- Lay around camp. A gloomy day. Rumors of
Vicksburg being taken, I am officer of the day.
Start Franklin's discharge paperse.

29- Brad Mo Kinney comes. - Seemed good to see
the old seceshor democrat. Lt, H. Baker sick.

30- We go out twelve miles foraging. The Adjutants
comnands the regiment and Colonsl of 22und brigade. He
gets the 78th to polt. A tiresoms train. A letter
from Miss Childs, - : Mes

3l= The division ordered off on six days expedition,
4m not very well and so stay in camp. Major D. puts
me in command of camp and convalescentis. Mr. Dicker-
man of Sherry Upright comes. Give Dickerman a list
of my man to take homae. .
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